[Lymph node biopsy in the study of lymphomas: from the incisional biopsy to videolaparoscopic lymphadenectomy].
The role of the surgeon in the treatment of lymphoproliferative diseases is mainly addressed to histological diagnosis and staging. The aim of this study was to analyze the results of lymph node biopsies in patients with Hodgkin's disease (HD) and non-Hodgkin's lymphoma NHL). Between January 1992 and March 2003, 37 patients (17 males and 20 females, mean age 57 years, range 17-90) were submitted to a node biopsy to determine type of lymphoma and clinical staging: there were 8 HD and 29 NHL. In a single case laparoscopy was adopted to remove abdominal nodes; the procedure was uneventful and the patients discharged in the third postoperative day. The Authors stress the importance of the minimally invasive approach in the management of lymphoproliferative diseases.